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Minutes  of  the  Annual  Meeting 
Pennsylvania  Assoeiation  for  the  Blind 
January  15th,  1921 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  was  held 
at  the  Association  building,  434-436  Second  avenue,  Thursday,  January  15th, 
1921,  at  2:00  P.  M. 

As  our  President,  Dr.  Galpin,  was  in  Cuba  and  Vice  President,  Mrs.  Rus- 
lander,  in  California.  Mr.  Craig  was  asked  to  preside. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  a vocal  selection  by  Miss  Harriet  Slattery, 
who  varied  the  program  of  the  afternoon  with  other  numbers.  As  the  minutes 
of  the  previous  meeting  had  been  published  in  the  1919  year  book,  their  reading 
was  dispensed  with.  Owing  to  the  absence  of  our  President  from  the  city, 
there  was  no  annual  message.  It  was  regretfully  omitted,  but  will  appear  in 
the  1920  year  book.  Reports  from  Col.  L.  A.  Watres,  President  of  the  Lacka- 
wanna Branch:  Paul  Bedford.  President  of  the  Wilkes-Barre  Branch;  John  E. 
Potter,  Treasurer,  and  the  Executive  Secretary  were  read,  ordered  filed  and  to 
be  printed  in  the  1920  year  book. 

The  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee,  Mr.  E.  A.  Craig,  Chairman,  Mrs. 
F.  W.  Fairman.  Mrs.  Henry  Roemhild,  was  read,  nominating  officers  eff  the 
Association  to  be  elected  for  one  year:  President,  Rev.  Dr.  Frederic  Tower 

Galpin;  Vice  Presidents,  Mrs.  M.  Ruslander,  Dr.  W.  W.  Blair,  Rev.  Dr.  Edward 
S.  Travers;  Treasurer,  John  E.  Potter;  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  A.  G.  H. 
Frazier;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Miss  Florence  Dibert;  members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  to  be  elected  for  three  years,  Thomas  S.  McAloney,  Frank 
W.  Main,  Col.  J.  M.  Sohoonmaker,  Rev.  Dr.  Frederic  T.  Galpin,  Col.  L.  A. 
Watres,  Mrs  Moses  Ruslander. 

It  was  then  moved,  seconded  and  carried  that  the  Secretary  cast  the  ballot, 
electing  the  nominees  as  submitted  by  the  Nominating  Committee.  In  doing 
so  the  Executive  Secretary  also  cast  the  ballot  for  all  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion in  Luzerne  County,  whose  proxies  he  held. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

W.  H.  LONG, 

Executive  Secretary. 
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President  Galpin’s  Message 
January,  1921 


Your  10-year-olcl  child  is  so  sturdy  that  it  has  survived  this  year  of  general 
industrial  depression  without  the  need  of  drugs  or  restoratives.  In  fact,  it  has 
been  the  host  year,  in  many  respects,  thus  far.  During  the  year  we  have  been 
able  to  serve  more  sightless  workers  than  in  any  one  year  heretofore.  Our 
scale  of  wages  has  been  higher,  as  it  should  be,  with  the  advanced  cost  of  liv- 
ing. Our  men  take  an  honorable  place  among  the  prodneers  of  the  nation. 
They  have  actually  manufactured  this  year  75,0(10  brooms  in  the  Pittsburgh 
department  alone,  netting  a gross  income  of  considerably  more  than  $40,000. 
The  women  have  created,  in  their  own  incomparable  way.  enough  product  to 
add  to  the  above  more  than  $10,000.  Then  add  the  work  of  the  chair  caning 
group,  and  of  the  piano  tuning  group  and  yon  will  find  that  the  total  for  the 
Pittsburgh  plant  alone  is  $55,812.48,  with  a net  earning  for  the  blind  of  $23,807.66. 

\yhen  you  include  the  work  of  our  Branches,  the  gross  amount  swells  to 
$75,276.59,  with  actual  wages  to  the  blind  amounting  to  $38,592.64.  This  amount 
does  not  include  the  earning  of  our  independent  workers,  whose  activities  arc 
inaugurated,  directed  and  stimulated  by  the  .-\ssociation. 

We  are  rightly  proud  of  the  fine  accomplishments  of  the  Wilkes-Barre 
Branch  with  its  twenty-two  sightless  men  employed  in  the  shop.  In  one  month 
alone  they  produced  842  yards  of  carpet  and  83  rugs.  We  are  happy  to  announce 
the  gift  to  this  Branch  of  a beautiful  and  useful  property  for  the  Wilkes-Barre 
home,  the  gift  of  Mr.  .A  G.  Nesbitt,  distinguished  citizen  and  philanthropist. 

With  increased  appropriations  from  the  state,  we  will  develop  our  other 
Branches  at  Scranton  and  Harrisburg,  and  open  up  new  territory.  I cannot 
commend  too  highb’  individual  contributions  of  time  and  personality  in  tue 
interest  of  the  social  life  and  recreation  of  sightless  workers.  Work  is  but  one- 
fourth  of  the  life's  symphony.  To  it  must  he  added  play,  love,  and  worship. 
We  cannot  control  the  latter  two  fourths,  but  we  arc  helping  with  the  play  and 
work. 

Our  Prevention  Work  deserves  more  than  a passing  mention.  Secretary 
Long  states  that  there  arc  5,000  sightless  people  in  the  state,  three-fourths  of 
whom  might  have  been  saved  from  blindness.  It  is  only  because  of  lack  of 
means  that  we  are  not  pushing  this  department  even  more  ardently  than  our 
splendid  reports  indicate. 

As  your  President.  I wish  again  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  general  public;  of  the  City  Council;  of  tbc  State  Board;  of  the 
Boards  of  Directors,  local  and  branch,  and  last  but  not  least  of  the  efficient 
labors  of  our  executive  secretary  and  bis  office  and  factory  force. 

(Signed)  FREDERIC  TOWER  G.ALPIN. 

President. 
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Executive  Secretary’s  Report 
January  13th,  1921 


Board  of  Directors  and  ^^cmbers  of  the  I’eniisylvaiiia  Association  tor  tlie 
Blind:— 

Your  Executive  Secretary  hegs  to  suHimit  the  following  report: — 

As  necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention,  so  is  the  worthiness  of  a cause  the 
reason  for  its  growth  and  ultimate  victory,  and  so  it  has  heen  with  the  cause  we 
champion,  the  final  victory  not  yet  achieved,  but  progress,  continued  progress, 
strengthening  as  we  progress.  When  w’c  gathered  together  a decade  ago  and 
organized  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  a worthy  cause  and  the 
desire  for  its  success  was  our  only  capital,  but  it  was  sufficient,  as  is  evidenced 
by  ten  years  continued  growth,  each  twelve  months  finding  us  nearer  the  sum- 
mit toward  which  we  have  heen  climbing  and  the  di.stance  between  ithe  mile- 
stones placed  at  the  close  of  1919  and  1920  is.  I believe,  as  great  as  any  over 
which  we  have  yet  traveled.  We  have  never  had  a better  year,  never  has  our 
organization  been  as  strong  and  vigorous  as  it  is  today,  never  have  we  been  in 
such  a position  to  do  good  work  and  never  have  we  heen  able  to  look  forward 
on  as  bright  a prospect  of  greater  achievement. 

INDUSTRIAL  WORK 

Notwithstanding  the  general  business  depression  felt  by  so  many  indus- 
tries during  1920  and  regardless  of  a falling  market,  we  report  untarnished 
prosperity.  We  have  employed  more  sightless  workers,  their  earnings  have 
been  greater  and  our  sale  of  products  larger  than  in  any  previous  year,  due  in 
no  small  measure  to  the  rapid  development  of  our  Wilkes-Barre  plant. 

WILKES-BARRE 

It  is  with  pride  we  call  your  special  attention  to  this  shop,  not  yet  two 
years  old,  and  to  its  splendid  governing  committee,  whose  untiring  efforts 
with  those  of  our  Branch  Secretary,  Miss  Phillips,  have  made  our  work  in 
Luzerne  County  what  it  is.  Every  dollar  needed  to  equip  and  maintain  this 
plant  has  been  raised  by  our  Wilkes-Barre  Committee  in  Luzerne  County,  the 
branch  secretary's  salary  only,  being  paid  from  our  State  appropriation.  The 
twenty-two  blind  men  now  employed  in  the  shop  have  been  trained  until  their 
skill  has  created  a steady  demand  for  their  prodttet.  The  homework  depart- 
ment for  women  is  being  developed  by  Miss  Phillips  and  its  entire  output  dis- 
posed of  in  Luzerne  County.  While  the  skill  of  this  group  of  sightless  workers 
has  attained  a high  degree  of  efficiency  they  have  not  yet  acquired  the  speed 
which  comes  with  long  experience,  so  their  earnings  are  not  what  they  will  be 
in  another  year,  but  for  eighteen  months’  training  they  are  more  than  gratify- 
ing. In  1920  the  total  earnings  of  the  blind  through  the  Wilkes-Barre  Branch 
were  $8,493.86,  sale  of  products  $12,120.52.  Weaving  is  the  cbie>f  industry  in 
this  plant  and  we  aim  for,  at  least,  a state-wide  reputation  in  this  work.  Rag 
carpet  and  rugs  arc  woven  and  old  carpet  made  over  into  rugs.  During  the 
month  of  December  842  yards  of  carpet  and  83  rugs  of  all  sizes  up  to  9x12' 
were  manufactured. 

So  rapid  has  been  the  growth  of  this  branch  that  the  shop  -which  seemed 
adequate  at  first,  has  long  since  been  crowded,  but  this  problem,  like  all  others 
hitherto  encountered  in  Luzerne  County,  has  been  solved  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Nesbitt, 
one  of  Luzerne  County’s  public  spirited  citizens,  who  gave  the  Association  a 
lot  55  ft.  by  150  ft.  on  which  a splendid  new'  shop  building  will  be  erected  which 
will  be  the  permanent  home  of  the  workshop. 
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SCRANTON 

Wc  are  also  proud  of  our  Lackawanna  Branch  with  headquarters  and  work- 
shop at  Scranton.  The  Board  of  Directors  and  Shop  Supefintlendcnt,  Mr. 
Graves,  have  not  spared  themselves  in  advancing  the  work  of  the  Apociation 
ill  the  anthracite  mining  region,  where  it  is  so  much  needed.  I-ack  of  funds  is 
the  only  reason  for  our  activities  in  this  field  not  being  doubled  or  treldcd,  but 
all  that  could  be  done  under  the  circumstances  has  been  aocomplished.  Con- 
siderable monev  has  been  raised  in  Scranton,  but  not  enough  to  meet  the  un- 
usual need,  hut'  if  our  State  appropriation  be  increased  as  we  hope  and  believe 
it  will,  the  good  work  of  the  Lackawanna  Branch  will  be  extended.  Earnings^ 
of  the  sightless  through  the  Scranton  shop  in  1920  were  $5,433.07,  sale  ot 
products  $7,085.54. 


HARRISBURG 

Miss  Pollock,  our  Field  Secretary  in  Dauphin  County,  has  been  doing  such 
work  as  the  district  needed.  The  blind  in  this  section  are  mostly  aged  and  are 
verv  much  s-cattcred,  so  that  a shop  would  not  be  practical.  Xhey  are  instructed 
in  some  home  occupation  and  work  is  found  and  sent  to  those  Who  need  to  earn 
money.  This  work  is  chiefly  chair  caning,  knitting  and  crocheting  and  we  con- 
template weaving  in  the  very  near  future. 


PHILADELPHIA 

Mr.  Dclfino,  Field  Worker  for  the  School  for  the  Blind,  Overbrook,  Phila- 
delphia, has  been  doing  a splendid  work  in  jilacing  blind  men  and  women  in 
factory  positions  and  so  forth.  We  do  not  list  Mr.  Delfino  s efforts  as  prop- 
erlv  belonging  to  the  Association,  nor  do  we  regard  him  as  employed  by  our 
organization,  but  in  just  recognition  of  bis  valued  co-operation  in  assisting  the 
adult  blind  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  we  pay  $600  a year  toward  his  salary. 


PITTSBURGH 

Our  Pittsburgh  shop  is  the  oldest,  and  naturally  the  largest,  of  our  three 
plants  and  wc  arc  glad  to  report  for  it  the  largest  and  best  year’s  business  we 
have  ever  had,  shorwung  a substantial  increase  over  1919  in  both  voliume  of 
business  and  wages  to  our  blind  workers.  There  has  been  a steady  demand 
for  our  brooms,  which  is  justified  by  tbeir  quality.  Through  long  practice  and 
the  careful  supervision  of  Mr.  Burgin,  Shop  Foreman,  our  men  have  become 
expert  in  their  line.  During  the  year  75,732  brooms  were  made,  tbe  sale  of  this 
product  amounting  to  $41,902.53.  In  1919,  58,578  brooms  were  made,  tbeir  sale 
amounting  to  $33,160.07. 

Disposing  of  the  products  of  our  homework  department  for  women  has 
been,  and  still  is,  a source  of  some  anxiety  owing  to  the  rapid  decline  in  the 
price  of  cotton  materials,  but  compared  with  others  in  the  same  line  of  business 
we  have  not  done  so  badly.  Everyone  carrying  a stock  of  cotton  goodk  will 
say  they  have  had  cause  to  be  at  least  restless.  During  the  year  the  sale  bf 
products  in  the  women’s  department  was  $11,139.95,  compared  with  $9,308.06 
the  year  previous.  Chair  caning  to  the  amount  of  $1,429.00  and  piano  tuning 
$1,341.51  were  solicited,  making  total  sale  of  products  through  the  Pittsburgh 
shop  in  1920,  $55,812.48,  total  earnings  of  the  blind  were  $23,807.66.  In  1919 
total  earnings  were  $19,774.64.  .Adding  these  totals  to  those  of  all  branches  we 
have  Association  sale  of  products  $75,276.59  and  wages  to  the  blind  $38,592.64 
in  1920,  against  1919  sale  of  products  $54,412.87  and  wages  $25,795.09,  a gain  of 
$20,863.72  in  sales  and  $12,797,55  in  wages  to  the  blind.  To  these  figures  thou- 
sands of  dollars  can  safely  be  added  as  the  created  or  increased  incomes  of  in- 
dependent workers,  due  to  the  activity  of  the  Association. 
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SCATTERED  WORK 

There  are  hundreds  of  blind  men  throughout  the  state  ■vv'ho  cannot  be  em- 
ployed regularly  in  our  shops  because  of  distance.  Some  of  them  have  been 
brought  in  long  eiiough  to  learn  weaving  and  are  now  busy  in  their  own  little 
shops  at  home.  Because  of  the  demand  for  this  product  and  the  comparative 
small  cost  of  equipping  weaver  with  a loom  and  sufficient  warp  for  a start,  wc 
consider  it  one  of  the  best  industries  for  independent  workers,  so  we  are  at 
present  enlarging  our  weaving  department  with  the  view  of  handling  a larger 
number  of  those  who  are  so  anxious  to  become  useful  and  self-supporting. 

SOCIAL  SERVICE 

While  we  fully  realize  the  necessity  of  industry  as  the  means  of  livelihood, 
we  recognize  the  importance  of  other  needs  in  the  normal  life,  and  we  want  our 
people  to  be  normal.  One  of  these  needs  is  having  fun  as  sighted  people  do. 
Another  is  enough  reading  to  know  what  is  going  on  in  the  world  and  to  keep 
in  touch  with  thinking  minds  of  the  day.  We  supply  w'hat  we  can  of  both.  Our 
men  in  the  Pittsburgh  shop,  at  least,  hear  reading  daily  during  their  lunch  hour. 
This  reading  is  done  by  ladies  "who  volunteer  their  service.  Five  of  them  read 
one  day  each  week  the  year  round.  We  also  reconumend  and  encourage  learning 
to  read  by  touch. 

As  for  fun,  we  have  that  in  parties,  picnics  and  so  forth,  not  as  many  as 
every  individual  needs,  but  enough  to  have  quite  a lot  of  fun  and  break  down 
the  very  natural  timidity  and  backwardness  Which  comes  to  so  many  who  lose 
their  sight.  When  they  find  they  can  frolic  at  our  parties,  they  would  be  foolish 
not  to  be  foolish  elsewhere, 

PREVENTION 

So  far  this  report  has  been  entirely  of  work  among  the  blind.  Wo'uld  it 
not  be  glorious  if  the  cause  of  such  a report  did  not  exist?  It  is  a certainty,  it 
will  grow  less  with  coming  generations.  Another  phase  of  the  Association’s 
activity  “prevention  of  blindness”  takes  us  among  those  who  still  see  and  some 
few  who  see  again,  for  now  and  then  we  find  one  where  sight  can  be  restored. 
This  work  is  of  the  very  greatest  importance.  Think  of  it,  over  5,000  blind  men, 
women  and  children  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  three  out  of  every  four 
blind  from  preventable  causes.  Is  it  not  a field  for  worth-while  work?  As  yet 
we  have  scarcely  touched  it,  reason,  lack  of  means,  but  as  our  resources  increase 
so  will  our  activities  in  prevention  of  blindness. 

FINANCIAL  POSITION 

Never  has  the  Association  been  in  as  good  shape  financially  as  now,  A 
year  ago  we  were  happy  because  we  had  just  finished  paying  for  this  building, 
but  to  do  so  we  had  to  go  in  debt  for  other  things.  January  1st,  1920.  we  owed 
$19,000  for  industrial  supplies;  January  1st,  1921,  we  owed  only  a few  small 
bills  contracted  in  Decernber  and  had  money  enough  in  the  bank  to  pay  them 
with  a little  to  spare,  and  Wilkes-Barre  has  acquired  property  worth  $20,000/. 
On  the  milestone  marking  the  close  of  1920  might  be  in^scribed:  “The  largest 

year’s  work  in  our  history,  free  from  all  indebtedness,  $40,000  better  off,  prop- 
erty and  equiipment  worth  about  $125,000.” 

To  those  who  have  helped  make  this  inscription  possible.  I extend  my  sin- 
ccrest  thanks.  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  Officers  of  the  Associa- 
tion, Branch  Directors  and  Secretaries,  Department  Heads,  men  and  women  in 
the  various  departments,  City  and  State  Officials,  Memtbers  and  Contributors  of 
the  Association.  I thank  you  all  for  your  help  and  co-operation  during  the  past 
year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  H.  LONG. 

..  . Executive  Secretary, 
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Prevention  of  Blindness 


There  is.  we  believe,  no  greater  needed  work  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
tlian  Prevention  of  Blindness,  considering  the  question  from  'both  a humane 
and  economic  standpoint. 

With  our  present  population,  which  is  rapidly  increasing,  there  are  over 
5,000  sightless  men,  women  and  children  in  our  Commonwealth.  Are  we  going 
to  stand  by  and  see  this  number  increased  to  10,000,  when  the  present  popula- 
tion doubles?  Certainly  not!  We  are  going  to  employ  every  means  at  oar 
command  to  lower  the  percentage  in  coming  generations,  for  we  know  for  a 
certainty  most  of  it  comes  from  preventable  causes. 

Viewing  the  question  from  the  humane  side  a few  words  will  suffice.  Five 
thousand  men,  women  and  children  in  Pennsylvania  living  their  lives  in  total 
night  without  even  a candle  light  to  break  the  blackness.  Picture  such  a night 
reaching  out  to  envelop  others  and  realize  the  importance  of  prevention. 

From  an  economic  point  of  view  also  prevention  of  blindness  is  important. 
While  it  is  being  more  clearly  demonstrated  to  us  every  day  that  blind  inei^ 
and  women  can  be  useful,  yet  we  know  their  field  of  usefulness  is  mudh  more 
limited  than  it  would  be  if  they  had  vision,  and  if  sight  is  lost  after  the  age  of 
SO  years  the  probability  of  being  of  economic  value  is  almost  nil,  for  after  this 
age  it  is  hard  to  become  adapted  to  the  now  condition  and  new  way  of  doing 
things.  So  it  behooves  all  who  have  at  heart  the  economic  development  of  our 
State  to  prevent  blindness. 

The  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  is  doing  all  it  can  to  further 
this  work  with  the  limited  means  at  its  conimand.  It  is  among  'the  poor  and 
illiterate  we  aim  to  work  and  it  is  to  localities  hardest  to  reach  we  try  to  go, 
for  we  realize  this  is  vdiere  we  are  most  needed.  In  the  larger  cities  the  work 
is  being  looked  after  'by  other  agencies,  as  school  and  city  nurses,  visiting  social 
workers  and  so  forth.  It  is  in  the  small  towns  and  villages  where  no  nurses  or 
workers  for  social  betterment  are  employed  where  we  can  be  of  the  greatest 
service.  For  example,  February  1st,  the  Association  sent  letters  to  all  school 
principals  in  Alleghenj'  County  out  of  Pittsburgh,  asking  them  to  co-operate  in 
our  sight-saving  work  by  sending  the  names  and  addresses  of  children  in  their 
schools  needing  eye  attention  hut  who  were  not  receiving  it.  On  Feibruarr'  15th 
155  were  reported.  An  extra  field  worker  has  been  employed  for  a time  to  help 
handle  promptly  this  large  number  of  scattered  eye  cases.  Their  treatment 
will  be  gratis  and  even  glasses  provided  for  those  needing  them  where  the  par- 
ents are  unable  to  pay  for  them.  Some  of  these  children  have  but  slight  defects 
of  vision  while  others  are  serious.  Who  knoiwis  how  many  o.f  them  wouldi  be- 
come blind  if  not  properly  treated?  Such  important  work  as  this  needs  the  help 
and  co-operation  of  all. 

This  part  of  the  Association’s  work  is  guided  by  its  Committee  on  Preven- 
tion of  Blindness:  Dr.  W.  W.  Blair,  Chairman;  Dr.  L.  D.  Metzger,  Dr.  S.  L. 
Koch,  Dr.  J.  C.  Markel,  Dr.  G.  A.  Holliday,  Dr.  S.  B.  Moon,  Dr.  F.  T.  M'ur- 
dock.  Dr.  Stanley  Smith  and  Thomas  S.  M'cAloney. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


n 


HE  TOOK  A CHANCE 


200.000  EYE  ACCIDENTS 

occur  in  United  Slates' 
industries  every  year, 
largely  because 

Some  People  Take  Chances 


DONT 

TRUST  YOUR  EYESIGHT 
TO  YOUR  NEIGHBOR 

Me  may  (ict  the  Dirt  »)r  (Hiip  Out.  hut  he  alw  may 
Start  Infection  fri>in  his 


ACCIDENTS 


I Isiflft  lliiv  from 

jiul  lll•lll 

I lUlliutl  Ti-il« 


St^jm.  iloi  itt 

Itrokrn 

froiii  HiirMinit  riuukc 


Goggles-or  Blindness 


Soiled  Hands,  Handkerchief. 
Dirty  Match  or  Toothpick 

I ui:s  DISK  \*.i  HI  M ri  s \si)  1 1|^ 

i\i  \i\>  iir  i.ovi 

Ihul.  ( hip*,  rit'.  (hiiultl  hr  (cm'ivisl  ihi1>  hy  vxnr  »nr  mIio  knnw» 
h<m.  .^fan\  itnplov  a l>oct»r  or  N'untc. 

Iai  I III'M  iloli. 


USE  YOUR  GOGGLES,  HELMETS 
AND  OTHER  SAFEGUARDS 
AND  PRKVENT  EYE  ACCIDENTS 


N'mt  can  stton  g:cl  used  to(iojfj{;lcs 
hut 

It-.  A get  used  to  Blindness 


Photograph  of  Charts  Exhibited  in  Various  Mills  and  Factories  Illustrating 
Causes  of  Industrial  Blindness. 


Grandmother  Grant  Whose  Sight  Was  Restored 
Through  Our  Prevention  Department. 

Worth-While  Testimonials 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a letter  received  from  F.  R.  Morton,  Ex- 
ecutive Secretary,  Tennessee  Commission  for  the  Blind,  after  an  investigating 
trip  through  the  East: 

"After  visiting  eleven  institutions  and  going  as  much  into  detail  in 
each  case  as  the  limited  time  I had  would  permit,  I am  sure  that  your 
work  is  more  comprehensive,  more  thorough  aud  more  progressive  than 
any  I saw.  I remember  a great  deal  of  what  you  said,  and  there  is  not 
any  doubt  but  what  it  will  be  worth  much  to  me  in  the  future.  .\t  the 
next  meeting  of  our  Commission,  I e.xpect  to  spend  most  of  my  time 
talking  about  your  organization,  and  your  equipment." 

The  following  is  copied  from  a letter  received  from  Will  R.  Boyer.  Secre- 
tary of  the  International  Broom  Makers'  Union.  There  is  perhaps  no  one  in 
the  United  States  in  as  close  touch  with  as  many  workshops  for  the  blind  as 
Mr.  Boyer. 

‘T  am  positive  that  the  blind  are  securing  a larger  benefit  in  the 
workshop  conducted  by  your  .Association  than  the  workers  in  any  sim- 
ilar institution  in  the  Country. 

"Further,  I believe  there  is  less  complaint  there  than  in  any  similar 
institution  and  really  less  cause  for  complaint  and  that  the  men  are  re- 
ceiving a better  wage  and  better  conditions  of  employment  than  the 
men  in  any  other  workshop  or  institution  for  the  blind.” 
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Our  Weaving  School 


Oiir  rag  carpet  and  rug-weaving  department  with  its  ])resent  two  women 

i.iid  three  men  is  far-reacliing  in  its  usefulness.  The  two  women  arc  ex))eri- 

enced  weavers,  wliose  skill  is  being  rapidly  imparted  to  the  men,  who  are  lic- 
ginners,  but  who  will  soon  be  operating  looms  in  little  shops  of  their  own, 
one  in  Belle  X’ernon,  one  in  Butler  and  one  in  lower  Allegheny.  The  work  is 
easily  learned,  there  is  a demand  for  the  product  and  it  is  as  lucrative  as  any 

of  the  trades  usually  followed  by  the  blind,  excepting  piano  tuning,  which  re- 

quires long  training  and  cannot  be  learned  by  all.  especially  those  losing  their 
sight  in  adult  life.  From  ten  to  twenty  weeks'  intensive  training  is  usually  sui- 
Ikicnt  to  bring  the  weaver  to  the  point  of  doing  good  work.  He  will,  of  course, 
acquire  greater  speed  with  longer  experience,  but  at  the  end  of  this  time  he  Is 
fitted  to  start  for  himself  in  his  own  town  or  community.  Our  experience  the 
last  year  along  this  line  has  been  very  satisfactory,  so  much  so,  in  fact,  that 
our  efforts  will  be  trebled  in  1921  if  our  means  will  permit.  In  nearly  all  cases 
the  expense  is  not  only  the  cost  of  instruction,  but  maintenance  during  the 
training  period  and  an  equipment  at  its  conclusion.  But  it  is  money  well  spent, 
for  if  a discouraged  disheartened  man  who  thinks  he  is  down  and  out  bccau.se 
be  has  lost  his  sight,  can  be  made  happy,  useful  and  self-supporting  for  $.Snd', 
the  investment  is  a good  one. 

The  Bureau  of  Rehabilitation.  State  Department  of  Labor  and  Industry, 
helps  in  this  work,  where  blindness  comes  from  industrial  causes,  by  paying  the 
cost  of  maiutcuaiice  during  the  training  period.  But  as  perhaps  not  more  than 
leu  per  cent  of  blindness  is  from  these  causes,  the  greater  iiunVbeT  must  be 
liuanccd  in  otlier  ways.  .As  those  with''''u,Sj at  present  go  out.  others  will  be 
be  brought  in  from  various  jtarts  of  the  State  to  take  their  places. 
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Report  of  Col.  L.  A.  Watres 
President  Lackawanna  Branch,  Pennsylvania 
Association  for  the  Blind 


Tlic  long  (lislaiice  bctiwccn  Lackawanna  County  and  Allegheny  makes  it 
impracticable  for  those  here  who  arc  interested  in  the  Association  to  attend 
vonr  annual  meeting  on  the  13th.  1 have  no  doubt,  however,  that  all  of  those 

in  this  section  who  arc  interested  in  your  work,  as  I am,  will  feel  entirely  satis- 
fied with  whatever  action  shall  be  taken  at  your  annual  meeting. 

So  far  as  the  work  is  concerned  in  Lackawanna  County.  I am  glad  to  say 
that  it  is  making  very  good  progress.  Our  Field  Secretary  is  doing  very  good 
work  and  so  is  .Mr.  Graves.  VVe  have  an  excellent  house  committee,  who  arc 
giving  the  closest  attention  to  the  .\ssociation  affairs.  We  feel  that  we  are  in 
every  sense  of  the  word  "helping  the  blind  to  help  themselves.”  As  you  know, 
our  Board  of  Directors  is  composed  of  leading  men  and  women  in  the  county. 

I sincerely  regret  that  heretofore  we  have  not  had  the  finaufcial  support 
that  we  felt  we  should  have  had.  That  is  one  of  our  great  difficulties.  We  have 
a noble  band  of  women  working  for  the  branch  of  your  work  in  this  city.  They 
have  hy  much  sacrifice  and  personal  effort  carried  on  the  work  thus  far.  and  as 
you  will  admit,  succes.sfully.  It  is  too  bad  that  they  have  to  spend  so  much  oi 
their  time  worrying  about  funds.  We  siiend  entirely  too  much  time  in  raising 
money  with  which  to  do  the  work,  and  it  is  the  universal  opinion  of  Lacka- 
wanna Comity's  leading  citizens  that  the  State  appropriate  a much  larger 
amount  to  sipiport  this  worthy  and  much-needed  work. 

During  the  year  wages  to  the  blind  through  the  Lackawanna  Branch  were 
$5,433.07  and  the  sale  of  products  $7,085.54.  These  figures  show  a rapid  growth 
of  the  .\ssociation's  work  in  this  field  during  1920  and  it  i.s  our  hope  and  aspira- 
tion to  increase  it  still  further  during  the  present  year. 

COL.  L.  A.  WATRES. 

Lackawanna  Board  of  Directors — President.  Col.  L.  A.  Watres;  Vice  Pres- 
idents, Rev.  W.  L.  Sawtelle.  M.  F.  Sandow,  Mrs.  George  G.  Brooks:  Secretary, 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Boyer;  Treasurer,  R.  M.  Goldsimith;  Directors,  Rt.  Rev.  M.  .!. 
Mohan.  Rev.  W.  B.  Beach,  D.D.;  .1.  D.  James.  Mirs.  George  W.  Clarke,  Mrs. 
W.  G.  Fulton.  Mrs.  T.  C.  Von  Storch,  Mrs.  Paul  B.  Belin,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Platt. 
Miss  .■\nna  Hoban.  Miss  Emma  J.  Lewis,  Miss  M'ary  B.  Coursen. 
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Scranton  Shop  and  Salesroom 
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Wilkes-Barre  Branch 


I'Ik'  \\’ilk(.‘s- 1 larrc  llrancb  ut  tlu.’  I ’cnnsylvania  Association  ior^  the  hlind 
was  eirgtinized  in  November.  1918,  as  the  resnlt  ot  ti  visit  by  Mr. 
of  the  I’iltsburgb  .Association,  wiio  snccessftilly  interested  a nunnber  of  \\  ilkes- 
llarre  men  and  women  in  the  project.  Our  headquarters  wxre  then  located  in 
a small  room  in  an  office  building,  and  our  only  regular  staff  emplor'ed  was  liu' 
Secretary.  .Miss  11.  .Arline  I'billips,  who.  in  addition  to  her  office  duties,  visited 
the  blind  in  their  homes  and  taught  them  useful  industries.  Orders  for  chair 
caning,  carpet  weaving  and  iiiano  tuning  were  solicited,  and  the  work  was  done 
so  satisfactorily  that  our  patrons  raiiidly  increased. 

It  was  soon  found  tnat  a workshop  and  sales-rooni  were  indispensable  to 
progress,  and  in  .‘Cipril,  1919,  a large  store  room  with  basement  was  rented  at 
44  North  Main  street.  Wilkes-Barre.  Three  rag  carpet  looms  were  installed 
and  seven  men  Ihegan  work,  three  as  carpet  weavers,  four  as  chair  caners. 

Business  continued  to  increase  steadily  and  more  looms  were  added  from 
time  to  time,  and  more  blind  men  employed.  Today  we  have  sixteen  looms 
with  all  modern  accessories  and  ec|ihpment  for  making  earpets  and  rugs.  I here 
are  now  twenty-two  men  employed  at  the  weaving  and  caning.  Our  present 
shop  capacity  is  over-filled  and  we  have  a waiting  li.si. 

During  the  year  of  192(1  we  paid  in  wages  88,49.3.85,  with  a total  sales  of 
products  amounting  to  $12,120.52. 

Hundreds  of  yards  of  rag  carpet  are  woven  each  month,  and  rugs  arc  made 
from  ingrain  and  hrussels  carpets,  the  rugs  varying  in  size  in  width  from 
twenty-seven  inches  to  nine  feet. 

In  addition  to  the  men  employed  in  the  shop,  we  have  a broom  salesman 
who  is  earning  between  $22.00  and  $2,3.00  per  week;  others  who  do  piano  tuning 
obtain  their  orders  through  the  shop  and  make  handsome  wages. 

(fur  blind  women  are  not  employed  in  the  shop,  hut  arc  organized  in  what 
is  known  as  the  home  department.  Beginning  in  .April.  1919,  with  three  women 
so  employed,  today,  we  have  thirteen  women  working  in  their  own  homes  and 
our  Secretary  calls  upon  them  weekly,  giving  and  receiving  orders  and  work. 

The  social  life  has  not  been  overlooked,  and  itarties  and  enfertainments  arc 
frequently  planned.  .At  our  recent  annual  Christmas  celebration,  sixty  blind 
Ijco'ple.  including  all  our  own  workers  and  other  blind  people  also,  were  royally 
entertained  with  excellent  vaudeville,  followed  by  refreshments,  and  gcncrously 
rememhered  with  gifts. 

The  progress  of  our  Branch  is  marked  with  gratifying  advances  in  all  par- 
ticulars and  the  two  years'  historj-  finds  its  conclusion  in  the  best  and  most  de- 
sired event  of  all  the  presentation,  by  Mr.  .Abram  (1.  Nesbitt  of  Wilkes-Barre, 
of  a splendidly  located  property  in  the  business  district,  fifty-five  feet  in  front 
by  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  depth,  with  a large  fourteen-room  hrick  dwelling 
which  can  he  altered  to  suit  the  needs  for  our  growth,  thus  solving,  at  once,  the 
problem  of  our  waiting  list  of  unentplo\-ed,  and  at  the  same  time  securing  our 
future.  .As  for  the  money  necessary  to  make  these  alterations  and  additions  to 
Mr.  Nesbitt's  property,  it  will  all  he  raised  in  Wilkes-Barre.  By  June  of  this 
year  we  hope  to  he  in  our  own  new  headquarters — a modern  workshop,  attrac- 
tive sales  room,  offices,  recreation  rooms  and  a well-equipped  dispensary  for 
the  treatment  and  prevention  of  blindness. 

The  past  has  been  big  with  opportunity,  hut  we  have  only  started.  The 
future  is  bigger  and  brighter.  We  are  ready  and  confident,  for  our  field  is  large 
and  there  is  much  to  he  done  to  prevent  blindness  and  to  help  those  who  cannot 
see  to  help  themselves. 

Board  of  Directors — ^I’resident,  I’aul  Bedford;  Treasurer,  Leo  Long;  Mrs. 
Charles  11.  Miner,  Mrs.  Charles  S.  Norris,  Mrs.  Charles  Millard,  Miss  Kather- 
ine Frey,  Rev.  J.  J.  Curran,  M.  .A.  Opitenhein,  Dr.  George  Carr,  Thomas  11. 
.Atherton.  Rev.  R.  \’.  Lancaster,  William  11.  Conyngham.  Laning  I larvey.  John 
G.alvin.  .Abram  ( i.  Nesbitt. 


Wilkes-Barre  Shop  and  Salesroom 
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Committees  for  1921 


Executive  Committee — Rev.  Dr.  Frederic  T.  Galpin,  cliairman;  Charles  C. 
Cooper,  Thomas  S.  McAloiiey,  Mrs.  Moses  Ruslander,  Frank  W.  Main,  James 
W.  Kinnear,  Mrs.  D.  T.  Jonas. 

Workshop  Committee — Thomas  S.  Mc.'Money,  chairman;  Jesse  Richards, 
Donald  McLean,  W.  H.  Long. 

Social  Service  Committee — Mrs.  M.  Ruslander,  chairman;  Mrs.  F.  C. 
.Smith,  vice  chairman;  Mrs.  J.  G.  Lewis,  secretary;  Mrs.  L.  H.  Frederick, 
treasurer;  Mrs.  Sol  Abbott,  Mrs.  F.  E.  A’hliborn,  Mrs.  M.  Aronson,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
.\uen.  Mrs.  Leon  Ball,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Barrett,  Mrs.  Jas.  E.  Bay,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Briggs, 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Bright,  Mrs.  Richard  Brown,  Mrs.  M.  G.  Bulger,  Jr.,  Mrs.  William 
Burke,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Cochrane,  Mrs.  W.  J.  G.  Cooper,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Corbit,  Mrs. 

E.  E.  Crocker,  Mrs.  Edward  Dickie,  Mrs,  1.  W,  England,  Mrs.  V.  C.  Ernest, 
Mrs.  W.  K.  Foster,  Mrs.  A.  Foster,  Mrs.  Max  \Fischer,  Mrs!.  M.  B.  Foster, 
Mrs.  A.  G.  H.  Frazier,  Mrs,  W,  S.  Fulton,  Mrs,  Roibert  Forney,  Mrs,  L,  H. 
Frederick,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Gardner,  Mrs.  Chas.  Goldsmith,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Gray,  Mrs. 
Malcolm  Goldsmith,  Mrs.  W.  G.  Greene,  Mrs,  Louis  A,  Green,  Mrs.  H.  F. 
Goodman,  Mrs,  W.  H.  Harkness,  Mrs.  Win.  B.  Hanlon,  Mrs.  S.  Hedger,  Miss 
Birdie  Hyman,  Mrs.  Norris  Jackson.  Mrs,  Alex  Jacobi,  Mrs.  D.  T.  Jonas,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Keller,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Knotts,  Mrs,  Wm.  Lasday,  Mrs.  Chas.  Leete,  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Lensner,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Lewis,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Lovett,  Mrs.  Jos.  Lovett,  Miss 
Anna  Lyons.  Mrs.  F.  P.  Malloy.  Mrs.  N.  H.  McCollough,  Mrs.  P.  B.  McWil- 
liams, Mrs.  F.  R.  Mills,  Mrs.  I.  S.  Miller.  Mrs.  E.  J.  Miller,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  J. 
Moore,  Mrs.  Robert  Mulhattan,  Mrs.  H,  W.  Myers,  Mrs.  Marion  New, 
Mrs.  F.  Newman,  Mrs.  Chas.  Novak.  Mrs.  Mattie  Patterson.  Mrs.  Fred  Rus- 
lander, Mrs.  Henry  Roemhild,  Mrs.  M.  Ruslander.  Mrs.  Frank  Ridhards,  Mrs. 
Mrs.  Kallie  Phillips  Rowland,  Mrs.  F.  F.  Schadc,  Mrs.  Henry  Scbusler,  Mrs. 

F.  C.  Smith,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Stadtlander,  Mrs.  J.  Sodiberg,  Mrs.  C.  L,  Stevenson, 
Mrs.  Cass  Sunstein,  Mrs.  Geo.  Seibel,  Mrs.  O.  T.  Schoen,  Mrs.  C.  A.  Silsbury, 
Mrs.  Rose  Weiss,  Miss  Lyde  Kerr  Wilson,  Mrs.  J.  Thom\pson  Wilson,  Mrs. 
Frank  Wentz,  Mrs.  E.  W,  Young,  Mrs.  Dora  Scott  Zoch. 

Membership  Committee — Mrs.  J.  C.  Lewis,  chairman;  Mrs.  E.  W.  Young, 
Miss  Lyde  Kerr  Wilson.  Mrs.  F.  C.  Smith.  Mrs.  R.  T.  Brown,  Mrs.  T.  J.  Wil- 
liams, Mrs.  H.  Gray.  Mrs.  Charles  Goldsmith,  Mrs.  Louis  Himmlrich,  Mrs. 
Henry  Roemhild,  Mrs.  Robert  Mulbat'tan,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Wilson,  Mrs.  Cass  Sun- 
stein, Mrs.  W.  S.  Fulton,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Harkness,  Mrs.  S.  Hedger,  Mrs.  Jos. 
Lovett,  Mrs.  F.  P.  Malloy. 

Prevention  of  Blindness  Committee — Dr,  W.  W.  Blair,  chairman ; Dr.  L. 
D.  Metzger,  Dr.  S.  L.  Kocb,  Thomas  S.  McAloney,  Dr.  J.  C.  Markel,  Dr.  G.  A. 
Holliday,  Dr.  S.  B.  Moon.  Dr.  J.  F.  Murdock,  Dr.  Stanley  Smith. 

Wilkes  Barre  Committee — Paul  Bedford,  Leo  Long,  Mrs.  Charles  H. 
Miner,  Mrs.  Charles  S.  Norris,  Rev.  J.  J.  Curran,  M.  A.  Oppenheim,  Dr.  George 
Carr,  Thomas  H.  .Atherton,  Mrs.  Charles  Millard.  Miss  Katherine  Frey,  Rev. 
R,  V.  Lancaster,  Wm.  H.  Conyngham,  Laning  Harvey,  John  Galvin.  Abram 
(b  Nesbitt. 

Scranton  Committee — Col.  L.  A.  Watres,  Rev.  W.  L.  Sawtelle,  Mrs.  George 

G.  Brooks,  Mrs.  W.  D.  Boyer,  Rt.  Rev.  M.  J.  Hoban,  Rev.  W.  B.  Beach,  D.D., 
R.  M.  Goldsmith,  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Olarke,  Mrs.  W.  G.  Fulton,  Mrs.  T.  C.  Von 
Stodch,  Mrs.  Paul  B.  Belin,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Pldtt,  Miss  Anna  Hoban,  Miss  Emma 
J.  Lewis,  Miss  Mary  B.  Coursen,  M.  F.  Sandow,  J.  D.  James. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


19 


Reading  Committee — The  members  of  this  Committee  come  daily  to  the 
Workshop  the  year  round  and  read  to  the  men  during  their  lunch  hour:  Mrs. 

D.  T.  Jonas,  chairman:  Mrs.  F.  V.  Fairman.  Mrs.  Charles  Goldsmith,  Mrs. 
Charles  Novak,  Mrs.  Marcellin  C.  Adams. 

Cutting  Committees— These  committees,  sent  by  various  ladies’  organiza- 
tions to  our  Works'hop  regularly  each  month,  cut  out  all  the  sewed  articles 
made  by  sightless  workers  in  their  homes. 

Brighton  Woman’s  Club — Mrs.  R.  E.  Magill.  Mrs.  Palmer,  Mrs.  Newell, 
Mrs,.  Taylor.  Mrs.  Vogclty,  Mrs.  Rodgers,  Mrs.  Rigdons. 

Church  of  the  Brethren — Mrs.  Robert  Forney,  Mrs.  Julius  Wareham,  Mrs. 
S.  E.  Workman.  Mrs.  A.  O.  Horner,  Mrs.  Lawrence  Christner,  Mrs.  Shoe- 
maker. 

Clayton  Mothers’  Congress,  Eighth  U.  P.  Church— Mrs.  Frederidc;,  MVS. 
Frey,  Mrs.  Marshall.  Mrs.  Hobson.  Mrs.  Day.  Mrs.  Beatty,  Mrs.  Scigler.  Mrs. 
Young,  Mrs.  Reed,  Mrs.  Conkcll,  Mrs.  Mears. 


Council  of  Jewish  Women — ^Mrs.  Malcolm  Goldsmith.  Mrs.  Ida  Lowen- 
stein.  Mrs.  Sydney  Bachman.  Mrs.  Julius  Baer.  Mrs.  Oscar  Affelder.  Mrs.  J. 
.A.nderson.  Mrs.  Sol  Cerf.  Mrs.  Samuel  Freeman,  Mrs.  A.  Feuchtwangcr.  Mrs. 
L.  J.  Goldsmith.  Mrs.  S.  Goldsmith.  Mrs.  Phillip  Ginsberg,  Mrs.  Green,  Mrs. 
I.  J.  Grossman.  Mrs.  Felix  Half,  Miss  Haas,  Mrs.  Harvey  Aronson,  Mrs.  David 
Cohn.  Mrs.  Leopold  Brene'iiian,  Mrs.  Steinman. 

Daughters  of  Betsy  Ross — Mrs.  Nickle.  Mrs.  H.  N.  Green.  Mrs.  Jenkinson, 
Mrs.  Northrop.  Mrs.  Bealor,  Mrs.  Force,  Mrs.  Roth. 

Health  Colony  Club — Mrs.  Joseph  Johnston.  Mrs.  O.  Schocn,  Mrs.  C.  E. 
Briggs. 

Knoxville  Library  Club — Mrs.  Bradley,  chairman,  assisted  by  members  of 
the  club. 

New  Era  Club — Mrs.  Jas.  E.  Bay.  Mrs.  Fulton,  Mrs.  Crouch,  Mrs.  Asikin, 
Mrs.  Gerley,  Mrs.  F.  C.  Schoenthalcr. 


Noetic  Club  of  Ingram  and  Crafton— Mrs.  Charles  McCracken,  Mrs.  Af- 
felder. Mrs.  Amsler,  Mrs.  Van  Kuren.  Mrs.  Olney,  Mrs.  Lesty,  Mrs.  Stevenson. 
Mrs.  Cramp,  Mrs.  Dennison.  Mrs.  Presler.  Mrs.  Phillips.  Mrs.  Barber,  Mrs. 
Taylor. 

Outlook  Alliance  Club — Mrs.  R.  A.  Haddock,  Mrs.  Newhart,  Mrs.  Bole, 
Mrs.  Diamond,  Mrs.  Benson.  Mrs.  Cox.  Mrs.  Hutchinson,  Mrs.  M]cCausland, 
Mrs.  M'cNcil,  Mrs.  Glayton,  Mrs.  Miller,  Mrs.  Winsor.  Mrs.  Harrison.  Mrs.  W. 
Buche. 

Pocahontas  Club — Mrs.  W.  C.  Bright,  Mrs.  Briggs,  Mr.s.  Brown,  Mrs.  Ba}'. 

Neighborhood  Charity- — Mrs.  A.  Getty,  Miss  Anna  Fuhs,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Lewis, 
Miss  Anna  Geyer,  Mrs.  C.  Stanton.  Mrs.  J.  Taylor.  Mrs.  R.  Fisher.  Miss  Bur- 
goync,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Meyers,  Mrs.  Roy  Adams.  Mrs.  Edwin  Kricgcr,  Misfe  Abi- 
gail Gerwig,  Mrs.  Richard  Getty,  Mrs.  L.  Cochrane,  Mrs.  C.  Sturn,  Mrs.  A. 
Royston,  Miss  A.  Deitrich. 
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Squirrel  Hill  Community  Club — ^Mrs.  Herwick,  Mrs.  Kerns,  Mrs.  MHler. 
Mrs.  Layman.  Mrs.  Cowles.  Mrs.  Brown,  Mrs.  Morgan,  Mrs.  Cuill,  Mrs.  Han- 
cock, Mrs.  Stewart. 


Sisterhood  of  Rodef  Shalom— Mrs.  M.  S.  Wertheimer,  Mrs.  Wm.  Lasday, 
Miss  Harriet  Rosenl)aum,  Mrs.  Jacob  Wolf,  Mrs.  B.  T..  HirslifieUl,  Max 

Wolf,  "Mrs.  I.  L.  Levy,  Mrs.  H.  Oiitponlicimcr,  Mrs.  J.  Meyer,  Mrs.  J.  H.  btcin, 
Mrs  A.  Sliarove,  Miss  Ruth  Lew,  Mrs.  Mayer  Wor.Sl,  Mrs.  J.  Newman,  Miss 
Lcali  Levy.  Mrs.  Ida  Lowenstcin,  Mrs.  T.  Kornhauscr,  Mrs  H.  Sidenbcrg, 
Mrs.  C.  Sunstein,  Mrs.  L.  Braun,  Mrs.  M.  Brown,  Mrs.  L.  Hochstcttei,  Mrs. 
L.  Bernstein.  Mrs.  S.  Goldsmith,  Mrs.  Malcolm  Goldsmith. 

Thursday  P.  M.  Club  of  Wilkinsburg— Miss  Cliarlotte  ,\tkinson,  Mrs.  R. 
Brandt.  Airs.  G.  Summer,  Mrs.  Fugate,  Miss  Kirker,  Mrs.  Baker,  Airs.  W.  D. 
Brown.  Mrs.  Beal. 


Travelers’  Club— Airs.  Alaclntosh.  Airs.  John  K.  Davis.  Airs.  C.  Brencman. 
Airs  H Rosser,  Airs.  Scott.  Airs.  Blair,  Airs.  .A.  AlcOlcIland,  Airs.  J.  L.  Rob- 
ertson, Airs.  A.  C.  Larsen,  Airs.  W.  A.  Aleloney,  Airs.  Cochrane  and  all  mem- 
bers volunteering  to  help. 

Wimodausis  Club — Airs.  S.  Hedger,  Airs.  F.  Ahlborn.  Airs.  Guv  Burford, 
Airs.  C.  B Church,  Airs.  Thomas  Clark,  Airs.  George  Clark,  Airs.  H.  Con'ad. 
Airs.  Adam  E.  Daum.  Airs.  Jas.  L.  Whyte,  Airs.  T.  A.  Wright.  Airs.  Charles 
Alurrav.  Airs.  L.  H.  Frederick.  Airs.  Alary  F.  Gardner,  Airs.  W.  Fulton. 
Airs.  Charles  Gates.  Airs.  Sophia  Gerwig.  Airs.  H.  F.  Goodman,  Airs.  Lewis 
Hcrwick,  Airs.  W.  B.  Hanlon,  Airs.  Flarry  AV.  Lehr.  Airs,  Wm.  Alatchett.  Mrs. 
Airs  A H AIcFerren.  Airs.  Jas.  AIcKelvev.  Airs.  Ralph  Alinchart,  Airs.  Wilson 
V.  Otto.  Airs.  W.  F.  Stadtlander,  Airs.  George  Siefert.  Airs.  Louis  Rott,  Airs. 
Emma  Jungbluth. 

Woman’s  Alliance  N.  S.  Unitarian  Church— Airs.  Peter  Young,  Airs.  AVin- 
terstein.  Airs.  E.  E.  Neely. 

Woman’s  Club  of  Aspinwall — Airs.  J.  Shaner.  Airs.  Alontgomery.  Airs. 
Stewart,  Airs.  Young,  Airs.  Snyder,  Airs.  Grant  Darby.  Airs.  C.  A.  Simons. 

Woman’s  Club  of  Beechview — Airs.  F.  AI.  Brown.  Airs.  J.  AV.  Brener,  Airs. 
I.  AI.  AloVris.  Airs.  S.  Schreiber.  Airs.  A.  P.  Allen.  Airs.  A^rginia  Dennison. 
Mrs.  D.  L.  Crawlord,  Mrs.  Edward  .Austin.  Airs.  B.  S.  Redder,  Airs.  Samuel 
Palmer,  Airs.  Alary  Tomer,  Airs.  Joseph  Edgar. 

Woman’s  Club  of  Crafton — Airs.  H,  C.  Gray.  Airs.  H.  AI.  Brown.  Airs.  Jas. 
Alartin.  Airs.  Thomas  Pratt.  Airs.  H.  AA^^.  Jeffers,  Airs.  T.  W.  Aluncy,  Airs.  C. 
AI.  Cyner.  Airs.  E.  A.  AVestbrook,  Airs.  T.  Ecclcs,  Airs.  J.  A.  AllcClcarj'. 

Woman’s  Club  of  Ingram — Airs.  Aliller,  Airs.  Kirby,  Airs.  Simpson,  Airs. 
Golden,  Airs.  Champion. 

Woman’s  Club  of  Oakmont — Airs.  Young,  Airs.  Shaner,  assisted  by  mem- 
bers of  the  club. 

Woman’s  Club  of  Pittsburgh — Airs.  D.  T.  Jonas,  Airs.  Aleyer,  Airs.  Rosen- 
bach.  Airs.  Bectold. 

Woman’s  Club  of  Sheridan — Mrs.  Sleeman,  Airs.  Parks,  assisted  by  mem- 
bers of  the  club. 
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Total 

Sales 

ill 

1920 

Total 

Sales 

in 

1919 

Total 

Sales 

in 

1918  

Total 

Sales 

in 

1917 

Total 

Sales 

in 

1916.. 

Total 

Sales 

in 

1915 

Total 

Sales 

in 

1914 

Total 

Sales 

in 

1913 

$75,276.59 
54,412.87 
57,854.21 
,59,724.84 
...  25,874.34 
...  20,184.06 
...  17,183.59 
...  14,610.49 


SPECIAL  SALES  DURING  1920 

Woman’s  Club  of  Aspiiiwall  

Council  of  Jewish  Women  .. 

Current  Events  

Daughters  of  Betsy  Ross  

Fortnightly  Review  

Historical  Society  

Kno.vville  Library  Club  

Lee  Community  Club  

Literary  Society  of  Bellevue 

Monessen  Club  

New  Era  Club  

Shakespeare  Club  

State  College  

Travelers’  Club 


Tri-Borough  Club,  New  Kensington 
Thursday  P.  M.  Club  of  Wilkinsburg 
Wiraodausis  Club 


Woman’s  Civic  Club  of  Wilkinsburg 

Woman’s  Club  of  Ambridge  

Brighton  Woman’s  Club  

-■kthene  Club  of  Charleroi  

Woman’s  Club  of  Crafton  

Woman's  Club  of  Edgewood  

Woman’s  Club  of  Elizabeth  

Woman’s  Club  of  Elazelwood  

Woman’s  Club  of  Erie  

Woman’s  Club  of  Edgeworth  

Woman’s  Club  of  Homewood  

Woman’s  Club  of  Irwin  

Woman’s  Club  of  New  Kensington  .... 

Woman’s  Club  of  Oakmont  

Woman’s  Club  of  Monongahela  

Woman’s  Club  of  Pittsburgh  

Woman’s  Club  of  Sewiokley  

Woman’s  Club  of  Turtle  Creek  .. 
Woman’s  Club  of  Wilkinsburg  ..  . 

New  Century  Club  

Woman’s  Club  of  Ingram  

Montefiorc  Aid  Society  .._ 

Woman’s  Club  of  Jeannette  

Outlook  Alliance  Club  - 

Tarentum  Book  Club  


Noetic  Club  of  Ingram  and  Crafton 

Woman’s  Club  of  Carnegie  

Clayton  Mothers’  Congress  

Woman’s  Club  of  Sheridan  

Young  Woman’s  Relief  Society  

Church  of  the  Brethren  — 

Dora  Scott  Zoch 
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Council  of  Jewish  Women,  Greensburg 


266,82 

,240.60 

58.90 

31.90 
86.60 

56.85 
130.55 
118.31 
154.50 

47.50 

453.05 

33.85 
285.00 
423.07 

102.50 
26.75 

,440.60 

537.50 

152.90 
355.17 

82.80 

710.40 

228.75 

210.80 

313.05 

196.50 

203.95 

280.90 
195.30 
439.12 
431.35 

216.70 

165.20 

133.20 
339.09 
189.87 

77.70 

81.40 

113.70 

508.95 
39.65 

349.50 

48.70 

95.00 

87.85 

67.85 

94.40 
74.50 

34.00 
34.00 
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Club  Work 


The  foregoing  list  of  women’s  clubs  and  assistance  rendered  by  them  will 
give  some  idea  of  the  Association’s  indebtedness  to  these  organizations  for  its 
success.  It  is  some  idea  only,  however,  for  it  woulld  be  impossible  to  credit 
them  with  all  the  credit  we  gratefully  acknowledge.  Their  help  in  preparing 
work  lor  our  blind  women,  their  assistance  in  disposing  of  the  finished  product, 
the  entertainment  and  good  cheer  they  provide  for  our  sigbtl.ess  workers  is  but 
a fraction  of  the  service  rendered,  and  what  is  best  of  all.  none  of  them  work 
■for  glory”  and  none  of  them  work  “for  fame”;  they  “Iwork  for  the  love  of 
working”  and  by  so  doing  inspire  in  others  a .spirit  which  rises  to  meet  their 
own. 

It  is  only  natural  that  some  do  more  than  others  because  they  are  larger 
and  stronger,  but  with  all,  our  appreciation  is  equal.  We  fecil  we  should  make 
special  mention  of  the  Wimodausis  Club,  hosvever,  for  the  special  effort  of  its 
memibers  and  Mrs.  Hedger's  Committee  on  Work  for  the  Blind,  last  year,  for  in 
addition  to  the  usual  help,  they  furnished  the  men’s  smoking  room  in  our  Pitts- 
burgh shop  with  steel  lockers  and  comfortable  chairs  in  memory  of  their  late 
president,  Mrs.  Herman  Conrad. 

We  wo,uld  also  mention  the  interest  taken  in  our  work  b\'  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs  at  their  annual  convention  at  our 
State  Capital  last  fall.  Our  Wilkes-Barre  Branch  Secretary,  Miss  Phillips,  ad- 
dressed representatives  of  the  355  clubs  affiliated  and  through  Mrs.  A.  G.  II. 
Frazier,  State  Federation  Chairman  on  Work  for  the  Blind,  two  resolutions 
were  passed,  one  to  the  effect  that  the  State  has  not  been  sufficiently  supporting 
the  work  of  our  .Association,  the  other  pledging  each  club  to  present  a petition 
to  their  legislative  representative  requesting  him  to  support  our  bill  asking  for 
larger  appropriation.  The  result  of  this  State-wide  interest  taken  in  our  work 
by  our  thousands  of  clulb  friends  is  as  yet  unknown,  but  fruitful  or  not,  we  ap- 
preciate the  effort  and  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  them  one  and  all  for 
their  needed  and  appreciated  help. 
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James  McCoy,  Totally  Blind,  at  Work  in  the  Bessemer  Gas  Engine  Co. 
Plant,  Grove  City,  Pa. 


The  above  photograph  is  of  James  McCoy.  Grove  City,  Pa.  Mr.  McCoy 
has  been  totally  l)lind  for  a miml)cr  of  years  with  no  chance  of  having  sight 
restored. 

We  first  heard  of  him  through  one  of  his  Grove  City  friends,  who  asked  the 
Association's  assistance  in  placing  him  in  a home  for  the  l)lind,  not  realizing 
he  could  still  be  an  industrial  asset  to  the  community.  Instead  of  trying  to 
place  him  in  a home  to  rust  out  brooding  over  his  hard  luck,  we  got  him  a job 
right  in  his  home  town  where  he  lives  with  his  people  and  pays  his  way.  The 
public  spirited  men  at  the  head  of  the  Bessemer  Gas  Engine  Comh^'^y-  Grove 
City,  were  willing  to  give  McCoy  a chance.  You  see  him  at  work  in  the  gas 
engine  plant  preparing  castings  for  the  enamel  finish,  in  which  work  his  touch 
serves  as  well  as  sight. 

In  addition  to  this,  he  is  building  up  quite  a retail  broom  trade,  buying  his 
brooms  wholesale  from  the  Pittsburgh  Workshop  for  the  Blind  at  the  special 
price  made  to  the  sightless.  Is  he  making  good?  Let  the  following  from  him 
be  evidence: 

‘I  received  your  letter  of  Septetrtber  21st  and  wish  to  thank  you 
for  taking  the  interest  in  me  as  you  have.  I am  still  at  the  Bessemer 
Gas  Engine  Company  and  doing  fine.  My  wages  have  been  advanced, 
so  I must  be  satisfactory. 

"As  to  the  selling  of  brooms  I can  advise  that  1 am  getting  along 

fine. 

"With  kindest  wishes  and  thanking  you  for  past  favors.  I remain 

"Yours  very  sincerely. 

“J.  B.  McCOY." 
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Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind 
Statement  Gash  Receipts  and  Expenditures 
January  1st  to  Decemher  31st,  1920 


GENERAL  FUND 


Receipts 

Balance  Januar\-  1,  1920 $ 2,222.35 

Appropriations — 

City  of  Pittsijurgh $20,000.00 

State  of  Pennsylvania 5,000.00 

$25,000.00 

Received  from  Customers 54,094.22 

/Vdvance  from  Emergency  Fund - - 3,500.00 


Total  Receipts  January  1st  to  December  31st  1920 — 82,594.22 

$84,816.57 

Disbursements 

Industrial  Supplies  - - - $43,084.48 

Wages,  .A.id,  Tuning,  etc.,  paid  Blind - 17,311.75 

Salaries — 

Supervision  and  Clerical.. - — $13,874.55 

Instruction  2,816.67 

16,691.22 

Express,  Freight  and  Hauling - 974.35 

Repairs  to  Building 422.76 

Office  and  Shop  Supplies - 1,058.00 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage 1,105.35 

Telegraph  and  Telephone 181.97 

Light  and  Fuel 708.40 

Interest  74.19 

Insurance  - 306.56 

Traveling  Expense  383.70 

Notary  Fees  - - 2.50 

Furniture  and  Fi.xtures 432.63 

Water  Rent  - 32.01 

Plumbing  Repairs  - — - - 4.66 

Taxes  359.64 

Medical  Supplies  ..  11.76 

Carfare  - 132.51 


Total  Disbursements  January  1 to  Decemher  31,  1920 83,278.44 


Balance  on  Hand  January  1st,  1921 - - $ 1,538.13 
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EMERGENCY  FUND 


Receipts 

Balance  January  1.  1^20  $1,126.97 

Contrilnitions,  General  $2,057.41 

Memibersliip  Dues  1,878.80 

Frank  Bissell  Bequest $2,500.00 

Less  Inheritance  Tax  125.00 


2,375.00 

Estate  of  Eliza  M.  Gordon 380.35 

Estate  of  Louis  J.  .\aron 100.00 


Total  Receipts  January  1 to  December  31,  1920 6,791.56 


$7,918.53 


Disbursements 


Dues — 

National  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness $ 5.00 


Contributions — 

Co-operative  Welfare  A.ssociation 25.00 

.Aid  to  Blind — 

Pittsburg  Workshop  for  the  Blind  . ..  $363.14 

To  Sundry  Blind  People...  311.84 

674.98 

■Ydvance  to  General  Fund  . . . 3.500.00 


Total  Disluirscments  January  1 to  December  31.  1921) $4,204.98 


Balance  on  Hand  January  1st,  1921 


$3,713.55 
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ASSETS 

Cash — 

General  Fund  $1,538.13 

Emergency  Fund  . 3,713.55 

$5,251.68 

.\ccounts  Receivable — 

Customers’  Balances  - 7,584.92 

Less  Reserve  for  Bad  and  Doubtful  Accounts 582.99 

7,001.93 

Inventories — 

Broom  Department  . 772.4a 

Home  Work  Department  2,381.05 

3.153.50 

State  .Appropriation — 

Balance  Receivable  ■ 3,750.00 

Less  Una'bsorbed  Portion.  • 2,083.33 

1,666.67 

Building  - 73,283.83 

Furniture  and  I'ixtures.  ..  - 2,970.28 


TOTAL  ASSETS  - $93,327.89 

LIABILITIES 

•Accounts  Payable  ■ $1,971.67 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES  $1,971.67 


EXCESS  .ASSETS  OVER  LIABILITIES $91,356.22 


Our  accounts  are  audited  quarterly  by  the  State  .Auditor,  and  annually  by 
Main  and  Company,  Certified  Public  .Accountants. 
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Form  for  Legacy  of  Money 

give  aiul  devise  to  tlie  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind, 

the  sum  O'f-.  . l^ollars,  to  be  applied 

to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  Association,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Board  of  Directors.” 

Name  . 

Address 


Form  of  Bequest  of  Real  Estate 

”1  give  and  devise  to  the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind 
all  that  (describe  proi)erty).  to  have  and  to  hold  to  the  said  Penn- 
sylvania Association  for  the  Blind  and  its  successors  and  assigns, 
for  the  use  ami  benefit  of  said  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the 
Blind.” 

Name  ...  

Addres>  ...  . . 
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NOTICE 

It  has  been  our  custom  to  pub'ish  the  names  of 
all  members  of  our  Association,  but  owing  to  their 
greatly  increased  number,  we  are  omitting  them  this 
year  for  the  sake  of  economy. 


Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind 

434  Second  Avenue,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

1 want  to  show  my  appreciation  of  sight  by  becoming  a mem- 
ber  of  the  PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  FOR  THE 
BLIND.  Put  my  name  on  your  mailing  list  for  future  publications 
issued  by  you. 

I enclose  $ - (Active  membershi])  $5  per  year, 

.A.ssociate  $1.  Life  membership  $200.) 

■Active  and  Life  .Members  elect  our  Board  of  Directors  at  the 
.Annual  meeting  of  the  Association,  January  of  each  year. 

•Mr..  Mrs.  or  Miss 

.\ddrcss 


A a in  • 
PrinttBf 
Co^paajr 
Pittabu/gb 


